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Eva’s Echo Theatre Company was founded by Rena Bryson
and Hazel Doolan in 2017, with a mission to bring
innovative theatre set in modern Ireland to both theatre
lovers and new audiences. Their work often explores Queer
theatre, social media, women’s issues, and mental health.

Jungle Door was originally written for and performed as
part of the Where We Are Now LGBT + theatre festival. The
show has since evolved and developed into the production

you will see this evening. This development was a
collaborative creative process, during which based on
discussions with the team the playwright rewrote the text
several times while performing in Sligo, Galway, Kildare
and Edinburgh.
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‘Director's Note

In my 20 odd years of theatre work | have never seen a play grow
and evolve in the way that Jungle Door has. What you are
watching is the culmination of 4 years of active development,
determined script analysis, intensive atmosphere and character
work. To call it a collaborative experience is to sell short just how
much love and trust and sheer gumption that went into making
this show the best we can make it.

It has been my unrivalled privilege to be a part of this process. It’s
been truly affirming to work on a piece of queer theatre that isn’t
about the traumatic elements of queer identity. We do not shy
away from the problems faced by queer women but at it’s heart,
it’s a story about two people who are inextricably bound. The
queerness, while important, is not the entirety of who they are and
that has been very important to us as a creative team. As a queer
person, | firmly believe in the power of representation and of queer
stories told by queer people but there is an element of
tokenisation that can often creep into media “about” queerness.
There is also a preponderance of stories about the trauma
inherent in the queer experience, and while they are certainly
important stories to tell it can quickly feel like being queer is being
traumatised. | feel we have managed to convey a more nuanced
and grounded representation of queerdom, and | will forever
adore the creative team behind this work for joining me in this
endeavour and for elevating my arty bullshit into the visceral and
compelling show you see before you.

Thank you for reading, and | hope you enjoy the show!
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Cornelius is a Galway based theatre maker who has
been working in theatre for 20 years, during which they
have filled every available position they could get their
hands on. Cornelius was trained in Drama and Theatre
Studies in UCC where they learned devising, directing,

stage management and technical theatre. They are

currently the house technician at the Mick Lally Theatre.

Cornelius has worked extensively with Eva’s Echo in the
past as technician and director. They are absolutely
delighted to be back making the Queer character
focused theatre that they want to see.















Thank You!

We would like to thank all of our supporters,
audiences and artists, Siomha Nee and the
whole Mick Lally team. Without their support
this production would not be possible.

Jungle Door is supported by Galway City
Council and funded through the Department
of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media Local Live Performance
Programming Scheme Phase 4.

We’'re so grateful for the continued support of
the council who makes work like this possible.







