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Eva's Echo Theatre Company was founded by
Rena Bryson and Hazel Doolan in 2017, with a

mission to bring innovative theatre set in modern
Ireland to both theatre lovers and new audiences.
Their work often explores Queer theatre, social

media, women’s issues, and mental health.

Championing emerging talent, Eva’s Echo strives
to nurture their creative team, fostering an

ecosystem of emerging and experienced theatre
professionals. The core creative team is a strong

force of women and non-binary individuals.



Playwright's Note

Rena Bryson

Ruf f led  Feathers  i s  a  s tory  that  has  been  l i v ing  and  growing  in  a  sma l l
apar tment  o f  my  mind  for  many  years .  The  name Eva ’ s  Echo  or ig inates
f rom the  Legend  The  Ch i ldren  o f  "L i r " .  Th is  f amous  ta le  beg ins  wi th  a

ment ion  o f  Eva ,  L i r ’ s  w i fe  and  mother  to  the  four  ch i ldren  but  a f ter  her
death ,  she  i s  seeming ly  forgot ten .  As  ar t i s t s ,  we  s t rove  to  g ive  a  vo ice  to

those  who  cannot  speak  for  themse lves  through  our  work .  And  so  we
honored  Eva  by  carry ing  on  her  name as  we  presented  each  new s tory .

But  th i s  was  not  enough  for  Eva  and  her  s i s ters ,  whose  s tor ies  were  too
important ,  funny ,  t rag ic ,  and  beaut i fu l  to  ignore .

The  p lay  exp lores  the  tumul tuous  re la t ionsh ips  between  the  s i s ters  and
how surv iv ing  (or  not  surv iv ing )  the i r  patr iarcha l  k ingdom made  them
who they  were .  Which  sounds  very  heavy !  And  some moments  are  ( the

ch i ldren  were  turned  in to  swans  a f ter  a l l . )  But  the  team and  I  a l so
wanted  to  exp lore  the  feroc ious  brave ,  and  g i r l i sh  joy  that  s i s ters  share .
And  we  exper ienced  much  o f  that  joy  in  the  rehearsa l  room,  I  cou ld  not
have  asked  for  a  more  support ive ,  c reat ive ,  and  ta lented  team to  br ing

Eva ' s  Echo ' s  swan  song  to  the  s tage .

DIRECTOR'S NOTE
Fami ly  i s  t r icky  bus iness  a t  the  best  o f  t imes ,  what  happens  when  you
add  curses  and  thousands  o f  years  to  the  pot .  Get t ing  to  exp lore  the

stor ies  o f  these  three  s i s ters  w i th  the  Ruf f led  Feathers  team has  been  a
joy .  I t  has  reminded  me  how much  we  a l l  care  and  benef i t  f rom te l l ing

stor ies .  Scéa l s  br ing  us  together ,  get  us  th ink ing  and  a l low us  to
understand  ourse lves  and  eachother  bet ter .  These  past  few weeks  have

a l lowed  us  to  d ig  in to  our  own exper iences  and  g ive  space  to  these
women -  Eva ,  Ao i fe  and  A i lbhe  and  a l l  who  they  represent .  I  hope  you

f ind  a  p iece  o f  yourse l f  w i th  these  s i s ters  and  the  h ighs  and  lows  they 've
exper ienced .  Thank  you  for  w i tness ing  the i r  s tory  and  support ing  us  to

te l l  i t .  

Órla Kelly-Smith



RENA BRYSON (SHE /  HER)
PLAYWRIGHT /  EVA

Rena  i s  a  theatre  ar t i s t  and  actor  whose  work  seeks
innovat ive  ways  o f  s tag ing  modern  I re land ,  w i th  a  par t icu lar
focus  on  menta l  hea l th  and  sexua l i ty ,  o f ten  through  a  Queer

lens .  She  ho lds  an  honors  degree  and  a  Master ’ s  degree  in
Theatre  S tud ies .  S ince  co- founding  Eva ’ s  Echo  Theatre  in  2017

she  has  produced ,  wr i t ten ,  d i rected ,  and  s tarred  in  many  o f
the  company ’ s  10+  product ions .  

She ' s  current ly  deve lop ing  'Across  From Me Peop le  Are
Watch ing '  an  autob iograph ica l  one-woman show exp lor ing

trauma and  creat iv i ty ,  w i th  support  f rom the  Ar ts  Counc i l ' s
Ag i l i ty  Award .  Recent  act ing  pro jects  inc lude :  S tacey  in  The

Unholy lands  (Feature  F i lm) ,  L i sa  Yates  in  B lood l ine  Detect ives
(Te lev i s ion ) ,  and  Ao i fe  Connor  in  I  See  A  Vo ice  (Short  F i lm) .

Of f-s tage ,  Rena  loves  co f fee ,  yoga ,  and  horror  f i lms  (even  the
bad  ones ) .



ÓRLA KELLY-SMITH  (SHE /  THEY)
DIRECTOR

Órla  i s  a  s toryte l ler  based  in  Ga lway  who
en joys  te l l ing  scéa l s  through  l i ght ing ,

per forming  and  d i rect ing .  They  are  current ly
work ing  wi th  B lue  Teapot  on  the i r  autumn

pro ject  Fa i ry  Tree  as  s tage  manager  and  co-
l ight ing  des igner .  

They  are  keen  to  work  on  deve lop ing  pro jects ,
s tor ies  geared  towards  young  aud iences  agus
t ionscna imh gae lach .  Ba in  ta i tneamh as  scéa l

na  nde i r f iúracha !



H A Z E L  D O O L A N  S H E  /  H E R
A O I F E

Haze l  Doo lan  i s  a  S l igo  based  actor ,  p laywr ight  and
drama fac i l i t a tor .  She  co  ran  Eva ’ s  Echo  Theatre

Company  for  seven  years .  Through  the  company  she
starred ,  d i rected ,  produced  and  has  wr i t ten  some o f

the  company ’ s  p lays  inc lud ing  “Match”  and  “Uni form. ”  

Haze l  t ra ined  in  theatre  act ing  but  has  de lved  in to
screen  act ing  recent ly .  She  featured  in  a  short  f i lm
“Ret i rement  Regrets ”  as  the  Nurse .  She  i s  current ly
pursu ing  a  Speech  and  Drama Dip loma through  the

Le inster  Schoo l  o f  Mus ic  and  Drama and  fac i l i t a tes  a t
Nat iona l  Learn ing  Network  S l igo .  

She  cont inues  to  act  in  o ther  pro jects ,  and  i s  current ly
in  rehearsa l s  for  Pop  Up  Theatre  S l igo ’ s  product ion  o f

Sweeney  Todd  where  she  p lays  Mrs  Lovet t .  

HAZEL DOOLAN (SHE/HER)
AOIFE



Leanne  Powel l  i s  a  S l igo  born  actor  who  s tud ied  Drama ,  Theatre
and  Per formance  Stud ies  in  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ga lway .  Dur ing  her

t ime  in  un ivers i ty  she  per formed in  many  soc ie ty  p lays  inc lud ing
“79  Ba l l in foy le  Park ”  by  Lea  Beckmann which  won  ‘Best  Ensemble

at  the  2021  ISDA Awards .  Leanne  was  a l so  nominated  for  ‘Best
Actress ’  a t  these  awards  for  her  portraya l  o f  N iamh in  the  same

play .
Leanne  a l so  dev i sed  many  theatre  p ieces  dur ing  her  t ime  in

un ivers i ty  w i th  her  ma in  focus  be ing  on  psycho-phys ica l  ac t ing .

 Noteab ly  for  her  Thes i s  per formance  she  exp lored  the
character  o f  ‘ F leabag ’  by  Phoebe  Wal ler-Br idge  through  the

study  and  pract ice  o f  Yoga .  In  do ing  th i s  Leanne  found  a  way  to
exp lore  d i f f i cu l t  emot ions  through  phys ica l  ac ts  ra ther  than

re ly ing  on  the  persona l  emot ions  o f  the  actor .

Recent ly  Leanne  has  worked  wi th  Jeremie  Cyr-Cooke  on  a  work
in  progress  fur ther  exp lor ing  phys ica l  theatre  through  puppetry .

Th is  i s  Leanne ’ s  debut  per formance  on  the  Mick  La l l y  s tage  as
she  p lays  the  youngest  s i s ter  A i lbhe

H A Z E L  D O O L A N  S H E  /  H E R
A O I F E

LEANNE POWELL (SHE /  HER)
AILBHE



Haze l  S tan ley  completed  her  Bache lor  o f  Ar ts
in  Per forming  Ar ts  w i th  a  focus  on  Theatre

Des ign  a t  ATU S l igo  in  2016 .  S ince  then ,  she
has  co l l aborated  mul t ip le  t imes  wi th  Eva ’ s

Echo  Theatre  Company  as  a  se t  and  costume
des igner ,  contr ibut ing  to  the i r  debut

product ion ,  "Match , "  by  Haze l  Doo lan  in  2017 ,
as  we l l  as  to  works  such  as  "S tarseed"  by

Ki l l i an  G lynn ,  "Un i form"  by  Haze l  Doo lan ,  and
the  s i te-spec i f i c  per formance  "Lat te "  by  Sarah

Fahy .

HAZEL STANLEY (SHE /  HER)
COSTUME &  SET DESIGN



Alao ise  Scherer  i s  an  emerg ing  creat ive  producer ,
work ing  predominate ly  in  theatre .  her  evo lv ing

pract ice  i s  focus ing  on  co l l aborat ive  works  which
cha l lenge  our  co l lect i ve  de f in i t ions  o f  theatre .

 S ince  mov ing  to  Ga lway  whi le  complet ing  her  masters
she  has  been  invo lved  in  a  European  pro ject  for

mul t i l ingua l  theatre ,  a  Macnas  Ha l loween  parade ,  she
hosted  2  shows  on  F l i r t  FM.  She  has  a l so  been  seen

Stage  Manag ing  in  the  Mick  La l l y  Theatre ,  and  creat ing
engag ing  soc ia l  media  content  for  Ga lway  Bay  FM.  Ever

evo lv ing  and  a lways  learn ing  A lao i se  can  be  found
wherever  the  mag ic  i s .

Bu i ld ing  on  connect ions  made  dur ing  Ga lway
Internat iona l  Ar ts  Fest i va l ’ s  SELECTED  programme
Alao ise  i s  the  proud  producer  o f  Ruf f led  Feathers .  

ALAOISE  SCHERER (SHE /  HER)
PRODUCER



Hannah  Bevan  i s  a  l i ght ing  des igner  and  techn ic ian ,
s tage  manager ,  and  somet ime  wr i ter  and  d i rector .
Recent ly  graduated  f rom the  Univers i ty  o f  Ga lway
wi th  a  BA  in  Drama ,  Theatre  and  Per formance  wi th

I r i sh ,  she  now works  as  a  f ree lance  theatre  maker  in
Ga lway  and  Dub l in .  

Recent  cred i t s  inc lude :  Baboró  Internat iona l  Ar ts
Fest i va l  for  Ch i ldren  (Venue  Technic ian ) ,  Dub l in
Theatre  Fest i va l  (Lx  Technic ian  and  Operator ) ,

Suck in ’  D iese l  for  Dub l in  Fr inge  Fest i va l  (L ight ing
Des igner ) .  Hannah  hopes  you  en joy  Ruf f led  Feathers !  

HANNAH BEVAN (SHE/HER)
STAGE MANAGER 



Lucy  i s  a  Ga lway  based  l i ght ing  techn ic ian  and  theatre
ar t i s t .  Or ig ina l l y  ha i l ing  f rom Meath ,  she  graduated
from Drama ,  theatre  and  Per formance  Stud ies  in  the
Univers i ty  o f  Ga lway .  Lucy  has  had  a  deep  in terest  in

theatre  f rom a  young  age  but  found  a  new love  for
des ign ,  product ion  management ,  and  techn ica l  theatre

whi le  in  co l lege .  

S ince  graduat ing  has  worked  as  l i ght ing  des igner  for
loca l  Ga lway  mus ic ians ,  theatre  companies .  Lucy  has

a l so  worked  as  a  techn ic ian  wi th  Ga lway  Theatre
Fest iva l ,  Ga lway  Internat iona l  Ar ts  Fest i va l ,  Baboró ,

and  Branar  theatre  company .  

She  i s  de l ighted  to  be  work ing  wi th  Eva ’ s  Echo  aga in
and  hopes  you  en joy  the  show.

LUCY BIRMINGHAM (SHE/HER)  
LIGHTING DESGINER



Ferga l ,  or ig ina l l y  f rom C lare ,  came to  Ga lway  to
s tudy  in  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ga lway  where  he

d iscovered  h i s  love  for  mus ica l  theatre  and
drama .  He  was  invo lved  in  mul t ip le  product ions

by  the  Ga lway  Univers i ty  Mus ica l  Soc ie ty ,  or
GUMS,  and  has  prev ious ly  composed  for  a

product ion  o f  The  Tempest  by  Ró is ín  Eyres .

Th is  i s  Ferga l ’ s  f i r s t  product ion  wi th  Eva ’ s  Echo
and  he  i s  de l ighted  to  be  compos ing  some mus ic

for  th i s  wonder fu l  show o f  Ce l t ic  myth  and
legend .

FERGAL BREEN (HE/HIM)
 COMPOSER
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We would like to thank Galway City

Council, The Town Hall Theatre,

Theatre 57 and Galway Theatre

Festival. Without their support this

production would not be possible. 

Thank You!

Eva's Echo Theatre Company

We would like to thank all of our supporters, audiences, and
artists, Síomha Nee and the whole Mick Lally team. Without

their support this production would not be possible. 
Galway City Arts Office, East London New Works Festival,
The Town Hall Theatre, and the Mick Lally Theatre have

supported the development of this production.
We would like to especially thank our lead sponsor,

Loughwell Farm Park and supporters Catriona Bonner
Photography and Galway Bay FM.  

Thank You!

Eva's Echo Theatre Company






